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Introduction

This is an abbreviated version of a still-in process meta-analysis of medical philately and in-
cludes a select bibliography abstracted from a bibliography with more than 500 citations. The
hobby, art, and science stamp collecting has captured the attention of millions of philatelists
since the first postage stamp was affixed to a letter in 1840 in London (known as the Penny
Black). The hobby gained traction with the world-wide use of postage stamps in the late 19th
century. Even more fans came to the table when international philatelic exhibitions began in
the late 1920s. Philately can be organized into the following four categories:

1. Philately as a hobby pertains to the joy of collecting and its progenitors often believe
that one can amass a world of information by acquiring stamps from countries other than their
OoWn.

2. Philately as art pertains to stamps issued by countries to celebrate specific nationalistic
ideals or propaganda, personalities, localities, and events—often commissioned by govern-
ments from well-known artists.

3. Philately as a science pertains to technical aspects of stamps such as design processes,
printing methods, paper selection, methods of marking, the determination of forgeries and
fakes.

4. Philately as education promotes science, engineering, chemistry, the natural science,
and the humanities. It also promotes the pursuit of stamp collecting.
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When considering the multi-faceted nature of philately, it is not surprising that some
philatelists focus on a specific theme or subject area. One of the most popular thematic areas
of philately is medicine. The first stamp celebrating medicine was issued in British Colony of
Nevis in 1860 which illustrated Greek medical mythology. [Pearn 2011].

General Commentary

To grasp the characteristics of medical philately, I conducted a comprehensive literature search
using a variety of databases and web-based resources (PubMed, ProQuest, EBSCO, etc.). Of
some 500 pertinent citations identified, most were published between the 1960s and the 2010s
while the others were published between the mid-19th century and the 1950s. A review of the
literature reveals that medical philately is generally organized into the following categories:

- Its History

- Biographical

- Diseases and Disorders

- Geographical Perspectives

- Medical Specialties and Equipment

The literature also reveals that, medical philately, although not a scientific pursuit, has
value in at least three important ways:

1. For countries marginalized by Western medicine, medical philately promotes awareness
of their contributions to the evolution and advancement of medicine

2. Medical philately acknowledges medical pioneers with an increasing acknowledgement
of women and minorities as we move into the 21st century

3. Medical philately promotes awareness of diseases and disorders that affect many of
the world’s population; especially infectious disease, which is a current global concern as
evidenced by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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